
 

 

COVID-19: Adjusted alert-level 4 
 

Members will recall that the Health and Safety Committee met on 30 June 2021 where concern was 

raised over the failure of the Department to issue a circular explaining new measures in accordance with 

adjusted level 4. This was as a result of the Department failing to provide any direction when the country 

was put on level 3. The Committee felt that it was becoming a habit for the Department to fail to provide 

direction during these difficult times and has the potential to cause unnecessary tension. 

 

Although the circular had been drafted and labour also had opportunity to make inputs, it was said that 

the HOD was still considering some issues before approving the circular. Labour maintained that the 

matter needed urgent attention as the delay to approve the circular perpetuated non-compliance with 

prevailing COVID-19 regulations. Subsequently, employees took matters in their hands and forced the 

HOD to provide leadership and ensure that the Department complies with regulations. Finally, the HOD 

signed and issued Circular 103 of 2021 on 5 July 2021. Amongst others, it provided the following 

directives: 

 

• The Department must introduce remote work, conclude working form home agreements with all 

officials working from home and provide tools of trade. The list of identified workers to work from home 

will be approved by the HOD. 

• Officials who must be physically present at work should be placed on weekly rotational roster or work-

shift basis. 

• Officials with comorbidities may be granted permission to work from home upon completion of the 

prescribed forms and submission of a medical certificate from a medical practitioner. 

• Business travelling during curfew hours and travelling to Gauteng will be approved by the HOD on 

case-to-case basis. 

• Visits by members of the public must be minimised and where unavoidable, be subject to prior 

arrangements. 

• Physical meetings, workshops and training are not allowed. Unavoidable meetings must be approved 

by the HOD. 

 

Members are advised to take care amidst the third wave and increasing number of infections.  
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